OAK HILL ISSUES, collected by S. Miller, OHCA Secretary, for March 5, 2019 meeting with Mayor Perry, Police Chief Weber,… v2
Categories (ranked by number of comments): Crematorium (60+); 100% Clean Energy (8); Street Repair (6); Road Snow Clearing (3); Traffic Through Oak Hill (2);  Quality of Life (2); Parking and Traffic (1); Bulk Pickup(1); Any recent Breakins? (1); 
CREMATORIUM (60+ comments)
This is a major topic to be taken up with the March meeting of the Planning Board (as requested by the Committee at a recent  Committee meeting). 
 There are ~60 comments on Facebook (19 comments Apr 25, 2017 thru Sept, 2017.  40 comments begin Feb 14, 2019). 
 There is also an on-line petition signed by several THOUSAND residents of Middletown and surrounding area.  

MOST RECENT COMMENTS:
Donna Smith:   Crematorium in residential neighborhood!

Daniel Minoli , (Colts Glen)·Add to the impacted people:  people waiting for trains at the very close Train Station ... (besides the kids waiting for the School bus on Oak Hill Road) 

SEE ALL COMMENTS: https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?s=de&is=de&link_source_user_id=920394&toc=1&toc_section=replies&cp=2&post=48966433&action=view_post&mobile_deeplink_data=eyJhY3Rpb24iOiAidmlld19wb3N0IiwgInBvc3QiOiA0ODk2NjQzM30%3D&ct=6Du1N0uCOoAHsVuHVmx7BmE7RQR1azcljC2646JvJD3pbK8uCJerTUZJR4DyxxPX&ec=VF89oynTD6-A7ulDxWyTDQ%3D%3D&lc=13232
100% RENEWABLE ENERGY  (8 letters)
Mayor Perry and Committee



March 4, 2019

I am elderly and so will probably not see the worst of the effects of climate change.  However, if I have done anything good that will be left when I die, I want minimizing climate change to be one of them- for our children and for the world.   
Bernard Dickman, 8 Borden Road
Mayor Perry and Committee



March 4, 2019

The concerns we expressed in our letter of 2017 and our questions to the Mayor remain relevant and if anything, more urgently in need of a response. We reiterate them in full 

· Climate change is important because life, health, and nature are important to all peoples and must be protected. 
· We are seeing the effects of climate change in our communities and worldwide. 
· It is crucial and urgent that individuals and governments act in concert at the local and national levels to take practical and immediate measures to address and manage the challenges of climate change.  

[2017 letter from Bernard Dickman and Maria Maldonado]: As others in Middletown, I am greatly concerned at the climate trends already affecting Middletown. The information provided by the NJ DEP, Office of Science, alert us to what climate change means for NJ. Many of those changes have an immediate and direct impact on our health, quality of life and our pocketbook. 

· The climate change is bringing more frequent heavy rainstorms and flooding, and erosion of land, all of which affect residents. The higher temperatures are also allowing the development of tropical diseases in our area. 

· These are challenges to good governance and it is imperative that Middletown be aware of these threats and be prepared to manage them. 

[2018 letter] In view of all of the above, my questions to the Mayor are thus:

· What steps is Middletown taking to ensure that it is prepared to address and manage the challenges described by the NJ DEP, and recent reports by  the IPCC (United Nations Oct, 2018 ), and the US NCA Nov, 2018 as summarized at http://climate.smiller.org/letter/2019-2/IPCC-NCA2018-Background.pdf
· Does Middletown have a plan and a list of priorities to prevent or to respond to the effects of climate change in our communities? Does Middletown intend to establish or follow a Sustainable Community Plan?

· How does Middletown intend to address such practical issues connected to climate change as maintaining the value of real property, reining in the costs of flood and health insurance, and tax increases?

Maria Maldonado, 8 Borden Rd.
Question for Mayor Tony Perry and Middletown Committee  March 3, 2019
Two years ago I wrote a letter to Mayor Scharfenberger asking for Middletown to plan a transition to 100% renewable energy. I said, “Given that you have told us that people and homes in the Bayshore that were damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy may never recover, and along with them the tax revenues they represented, and that we expect such storms to be increasing in strength and frequency in the future as the earth warms and sea levels rise, what is Middletown doing to protect citizens from these dangers? The best way is to try to prevent further damage by burning less fossil fuels and switching electrical power, transportation, and heating to renewable energy sources like solar and wind. Clean energy is now cheaper than fossil fuels, which would help lower the town’s and residents’ operating expenses. Innovation is a job creator (driven by investor dollars), as well.”
 I would like an updated answer to the above question/request from 2017.   from Pat Miller, 151 Borden Rd
Two years ago, I sent a request to the Mayor and Committee regarding the Township's current efforts to reduce our carbon footprint and regarding what plans are or will be in place for future efforts.  My concern is ongoing.  I want to know what Middletown is doing and what it will do to address the issue of Climate Change. We see firsthand the impact of this issue in various areas concerning the Township, including the Bayshore problems. We should be part of the Solution, and as the largest town in Monmouth County we have the largest impact.  The Township needs to pursue a "Sustainable Community Plan" and a Middletown Energy Plan . This issue is an economic and living standard problem that will only get worse if we don't participate in a transparent way in helping to solve it.  Thank you     Craig McKeown 23 Quail Dr.;  (March 3, 2019)
Anthony Perry, Mayor 



March 4, 2019

As a shore town, Middletown Township faces serious threats from climate change. 

To protect our town and neighboring areas, I encourage you and the Township Committee to implement actions leading to a “Gold Star in Energy” designation.  I also encourage you to update the Middletown Energy Master Plan, using the 2019 New Jersey Energy Master Plan as a model.

Completing these Actions would be a positive step toward doing our share to protect our community.

Thank you, Jacqueline Coleman   10 Borden Road  

Dear Mayor Perry,   



March 4, 2019

I am pleased that Middletown Township has been a Certified Sustainable Jersey Community since 2010.  

I hope that you and the Township Committee will implement additional actions to safeguard and improve our local environment.  I encourage you to update the Middletown Energy Master Plan, using New Jersey’s 2019 Energy Master Plan as a model.  An updated Middletown Energy Plan will serve as a roadmap for decreasing greenhouse gas emissions by promoting renewable energy sources and energy efficient buildings. Since portions of Middletown are increasingly vulnerable to floods and erosion due to climate change, development of an Energy Plan with a focus on sustainability is a critical step.

  It is important to note that reducing the carbon footprint, and following-up, not only protects the environment, but also results in long-term cost savings to towns.  The proposed Municipal Complex in Middletown is one example where incorporating energy saving features initially would reduce the Township’s carbon footprint and bring cost-savings to the community.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,    Patricia K. Dillon and  Corneilius O. Coleman, 10 Borden Road

To the Mayor and Township Committee 

March 3, 2019

I am deeply concerned about Climate Change: its affects and our responses to it, not just as individuals but as a community that is responsible for making decisions for the future.  I realize that not every environmental issue can be solved by an individual but if we act collectively, we can help delay, stop or change the dismal prospects that are forecast.

I want to help make Middletown a leader among New Jersey towns in committing to and achieving 100% Clean Energy by 2050.  The quality of life for all residents and businesses would improve:  air quality, health, and general cleanliness of the town!  Sustainable Clean Energy IS AN ACHIEVABLE GOAL.

I believe that the Committee should lead by example in our fight against Climate Change.  We should update the Master Plan and all other far-reaching documents so that we conserve natural resources, promote energy efficiency, reduce Greenhouse gases, and reduce the Carbon Footprint of our town.  We must also encourage and reward all residents to comply with a wide-variety of conservation and energy reduction activities and methods.  

The future is only a projection.   It is up to us, the leaders and residents of Middletown, to take proper actions of Environmental Conservation and Clean Energy to achieve a livable NOW and a viable FUTURE.

Sincerely,  Joanne Irwin  12 Oriole Road

Mayor Perry and Township Committee:

March 4, 2019

In 2017, I wrote several notes and letters to Mayor Scharfenberger which asked for Middletown to move toward clean energy.   I see VERY slow progress to date.  I believe Middletown residents increasingly expect to see clean energy action by the Township Committee.

I request that the Middletown Committee set high expectations, and provide full support for the Middletown Advisory Green Team to much more quickly implement the FULL RANGE of SustainableJersey Actions to “save tax dollars, conserve energy and reduce the community’s carbon footprint” (Green Team description, found in middletownnj.org)

Steve Miller, 151 Borden Road

STREET REPAIR (6 comments)
z525bc@aol.com When is Oak Hill projected to have the streets repaved?
Patrick De San I have the same question for the Committee I had years ago. Our roads in Middletown are in terrible shape and only getting worse. Not only on my street but throughout the township. The township has ignored basic maintenance for years. When are we going to survey all the roads and put a plan together to repair the worst potholes and then make new repairs to our roads.
Bonnie Werse  I agree with Patrick. The roads are in very bad shape causing drainage issues, and damage to car tires & wheel rims. Could we have the all roads throughout the township and make the necessary repairs?
Steve Miller  Maybe part of the answer?  On March 4, the Middletown Committee will vote to authorize $150K for "Roads and Streets" Temporary Emergency Appropriation

http://climate.smiller.org/temp/2019-3-4-emergency-appropriation-streets-roads.jpg
Betty Pietruszka  We agree also.  Why did they stop repairing road by the train station and Middletown  Town Center.    Pelican Road is bad also especially between  Borden & Bamm Hollow.
George Patterson  I drove past the train station today. Looks like they've finished the work, and it looks great! Also. That's a county road; the township has nothing to do with it.

ROAD SNOW CLEARING (3 comments)
Donna Smith:  Plowing and salting streets in a timely fashion
z525bc@aol.com:  Whose responsibility is snow clearing on the side streets of Oak Hill and why was it not done early today? Even a simple plow with no salt would have allowed for clean pavement by morning commutes. Side streets are usually a far afterthought in our hilly community.
kimberlyzidedavis@verizon.net  My question is regarding what streets are plowed in Oak Hill. Why is Tatum Dr never plowed? I live at the corner of Tatum Dr & Pelican Rd. The plows are constantly going up and down Pelican Rd. But those plows NEVER turn onto to Tatum or clear it. Thompson Middle School stopped allowing cars to make left turns out of their driveway last school year. So now, there is a lot of traffic on Tatum. This traffic alone is why Tatum needs to be plowed. Can you please research this and have it changed? PLEASE PLOW TATUM DR!

TRAFFIC THRU OAK HILL (2 comments)
gia Santo  Detour thru Tatum/pelican rd crossing guards not allowing to make left turn from Thompson on Middletown -lincroft road!!!  our community has become a speedway children walking home from school no sidewalks

John Schimpf, Oak Hill: It is "nice" (we think that we did something to assuage our collective guilt) that there is a four way stop intersection at Pelican and Borden but the fact is that vehicles continue to exceed the speed limit as they head down to Dwight. We need random and frequent police speed posts to issue tickets to the culprits. Can we get a speed bump installed? Why or why not? Can the speed bump be privately funded if the township is incapable of action? Why or why not?

QUALITY OF LIFE (2 comments) (note- does Middletown have suggestions, based upon experience with other neighborhoods,  on how OHCA could/should handle this issue locally?)

Jackie DiVirgilio  No Trespassing and private property  signs on # 103 Crawford Road driveway.  It is defacing neighborhood and want to know if this is legal or could the association send a friendly letter asking her to remove the signs.

ktcashion@comcast.net: Is it possible for the association to send a letter to a Oak HIll resident asking if she could remove the many No Trespassing signs along her property line? If she feels something is necessary as a demarcation, perhaps something that is not as unfriendly and threatening sounding and not offensive to all the neighbors.

PARKING AND TRAFFIC ASSOCIATED WITH THOMPSON & NUTSWAMP SCHOOLS (1 comment)
Middletown Township Committee & Traffic Dept: 

1. The crossing guard on Crawford Road should not park next to the sign that reads “no parking here to corner.”  He really IS too close to the corner!

2. I object that cars park on the grass on Midd-Linc Rd directly across from Thompson Middle School. They are half in the narrow road, interfering with traffic, and still ruining private property. 

The solution:  All the curb from the Nut Swamp line to the traffic lights should be painted yellow and the paved shoulder painted with yellow cross hatch. A “no parking” sign would be nice, too. 

Joanne Irwin, 12 Oriole Road
BULK PICKUP (1 comment)
John Schimpf, Oak Hill: Bulk pick-up is erratic, sometimes items are picked up and sometimes not. We are now being charged as a percentage of our property value for this service compared to fixed prices. We are subject to the valuation process on the home value (unilaterally) but the extra service is not comparable. How is this policed? What recourse is available?

BREAKINS/ATTEMPTS/TRESPASSING  (1 comment)
z525bc@aol.com How many breakins, attempts, and tresspassing cases have been solved? I have never had an issue but see many postings nearby on social media. Thanks

