On Oct 12, 2018, Pat and Steve Miller, on behalf of “Middletown for Clean Energy” wrote the attached letter to Mayor Settembrino, Ted Maloney, and Tony Mercantante.
Following is background and summary:
Jan 31, 2018, Middletown (Ted Maloney) requested a $3.885 million grant (3 projects), from NJ DEP, from the “Volkswagen Mitigation Trust”, to purchase CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) jitneys and trucks.  Ted wrote the overarching goal is to ”green” [via CNG] increasing numbers of Middletown’s fleet of over 300 vehicles.  [CNG reduces Green House Gases between 6% and 22%. References (1 – 3)]
By contrast, our goal is 100% clean energy.
The NJ grant evaluation criteria is undergoing dramatic change.  Public comments are due Nov 7, 2018 on (draft) “Beneficiary Mitigation Plan for the Volkswagen Mitigation Trust”  [Reference 4].   The proposed project selection criteria now include the following significant adders, which make approval of the grants for the Middletown projects far less likely:
· the project contributes to the expansion of zero emission vehicles/equipment

· the project reduces greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)
Our letter to the Township proposes project changes which would make the replacement grant projects more likely to be awarded:

· Changing the grant proposals from CNG -powered to electric-powered trucks/jitneys
· Adding electric charging stations to the new grant requests
· Making at least some of these charging stations open to the public

Our proposed project:

· Begins moving the Middletown fleet to zero emission vehicles 
· Entices residents, employees, and visitors to purchase plug-in electric cars that can recharge while shopping, or while parked and commuting/working

We hope this opens the door for a sustainable low carbon, clean energy economy, where Middletown residents and businesses follow innovative ways to shift from fossil fuels to greater efficiency and renewables
REFERENCES:

(1) https://www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/natural_gas_emissions.html  US Dept of Energy - Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy. Using CNG Argonne National Laboratory “GREET model”, for light duty vehicles, shows that CNG reduces GHGases by 6% to 11% compared to gasoline
(2) https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/13/natural-gas-leaks-methane-beyond-epa-estimates/5452829/   Using CNG instead of diesel trucks provides little to 22% fewer GHGases .
(3) https://www.theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/ICCT_NG-HDV-emissions-assessmnt_20150730.pdf Many variables that affect the GHG reductions of CNG versus diesel
(4) https://www.state.nj.us/dep/vw/bmp.html NJ DEP update on “Beneficiary Mitigation Plan” – funded with $72Million by the Volkswagen settlement
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