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A Decade of Clean Energy Campaigns – How Are We Doing?

By Steve Miller, Climate Issues Chair of our Jersey Shore Group (SteveMiller@comcast.net)

We are now a decade into the Sierra Club’s “Cool Cities” campaign. Greenhouse Gas emissions are higher than ten years ago, and global temperatures continue to rise.  In September of 2016, China and the US ratified the Paris Climate Agreement, joined by most other countries, committing to jointly reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions to “net zero” (meaning that forests, oceans and other natural processes will absorb all emissions produced by humans).  

This year, the Trump Administration announced his desire for the US to withdraw from the Agreement. In response, many cities & states are offering to carry on with their shares under the Paris Goals.  Hundreds of mayors, nine governors, hundreds of colleges and universities, and thousands of businesses and investors have signed the pledge.  These include 37 of the 566 NJ mayors.  See the list at http://climate.smiller.org/clean-energy-city.xls. You are fortunate if your mayor is on the list – if not, you have a job to do! 

Volunteer to carry this forward in your municipality, through top-down and bottom-up actions (I personally am doing both):

Top-down: We ask you to meet with your mayor and other elected officials. We can supply you with literature from our “Mayors for Clean Energy,” “Ready for 100,” and “Ready for 100% Clean Transportation” campaigns.  (See Greg Gorman’s article, this issue, on the world-wide movement toward electric vehicles.)

Bottom-up:  Sierra Club volunteers are encouraged to work with your local Green Team (if you have one) to help implement a Climate Action Plan or an Energy Plan for your municipality.   It was the Sierra Clubs “Cool Cities” campaign, a decade ago, that spawned  a Green Team operating in most NJ towns, townships and cities.  Even if your mayor has not signed, you can help your Green Team implement many clean energy actions to enable residents, businesses, and the municipal government to save money, and create a sustainable future.   445 municipalities in NJ (the vast majority) use a platform run by “Sustainable Jersey”.  
To view your Green Team’s status, point your browser to http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-certification/participating-communities/, then click “list view” and select your municipality.  You’ll find the present Green Team membership, including the Green Team leader. Volunteer to assist, and help your Green Team launch many new exciting “Actions.”  There’s a list of about 150 fully-defined “Actions” at http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-certification/actions/.   There are “Actions” in Waste and Energy, which will specifically lower emissions to bring your municipality into line with the Paris Agreement. 

If you examine your municipality’s carbon footprint, you will likely find the greatest “Action” prize to be “Electrical Aggregation”.  Aggregation allows a city or region to provide 100% renewable electricity to all its residents, businesses, and agencies of government.  This saves money, while reducing emissions from your electric company’s fossil fueled generators.   Or, short of Aggregation, at the customer level, each NJ electricity consumer can quickly and easily switch an individual residence or business to a 100% renewable (primarily wind & solar) electricity supplier. 
That’s what I’m doing, along with many friends and relatives, and church congregation members. We enjoy savings of 10% or more. (Distribution & grid maintenance is still supplied and billed by your utility).  See my website: http://electric.smiller.org. Each Sierra Club member can participate and spread the word.  Better yet, ask your municipality to advertise this opportunity for cost-saving emission-reduction on its web page.

It will take ALL of us, working together, to realize a clean energy future.  We are the last generation that will be able to dramatically curb rising global temperatures.

If you or your green team need help, please contact me. I’m a Middletown Green Team Volunteer, and a trained Climate Leader (one of 13,000) with http://ClimateRealityProject.org.
