A DECADE OF COOL CITIES & GREEN TEAM HISTORY

I continue to be amazed at parallels between a decade ago, and now. The Kyoto Protocol was adopted unanimously in 1997; it entered into force on 16 February 2005. The Bush Administration rejected the Kyoto Protocol.  In response, 180 (eventually 192) US Mayors signed a pledge to cut global warming pollution to 7% less than 1990 levels by 2012. The Sierra Club dubbed those 192  “Cool Cities”, created tabling events to write letters to mayors, and launched a 2006 campaign of “Cool Cities” innovative energy solutions.  In NJ, Gov. Corzine issued Executive Order 54 in 2/2007, and then signed 7/2007, the  “Global Warming Response Act” legislation- these both moved to stabilize and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 80 percent below 2006 levels by 2050.

Faith Teitelbaum, as NJ Chapter “Cool Cities” Issue coordinator, led New Jersey’s Cool Cities campaign.  With a National grant in hand, Faith hired Professor Patrick Hossay + student assistant at Stockton State, to generate documentation and organize towns and Environmental Commissions using Cool Cities infrastructure.   Within the Jersey Shore Group, Faith, as Conservation Chair, and member of “Monmouth County Cool Cities Partnership”,  helped to organize county-wide trainings to get Green Teams running.  When National Sierra Club ceased supporting the “Cool Cities” campaign, those Cool City Green Teams (the Environmental Commissions in some cities) were brought under the umbrella of a non-profit, “Sustainable Jersey”, which has supported Green Teams to date. 

A decade later, in 2017, the US has dropped out of the Paris agreement.  In response, numerous mayors/cities have pledged to continue moving to clean energy.  Sustainable Jersey announced “Gold Star in Energy”.  Marketing reads: “Want to Adopt Policies in Line with the Paris Climate Agreement?  …Lead on Climate Action Now,  and We Have a Road Map”.   Gold Star projects focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and other projects to encourage solar panels and electric vehicles, etc.   At time of this writing, NJ Green Teams are just being introduced to these Actions. 

The NJ future looks promising for wide-spread reductions of Greenhouse Gases.
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