Why Are Our Electric Rates So High? And What Can We Do About It?				Pat and Steve Miller
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Our electric rates have been at all-time highs this past winter. What happened? And what can we do about it that helps both Us and our environment? The primary cause is that demand for energy spiked in the last couple of years, and the supply of electricity cannot keep up with it. The major cause of the spike in demand after 2 decades of flat or reduced energy demand is hyperscaler data centers. And the reason capacity (or supply) is not rising quickly enough is due mainly to administrative bottlenecks (or outright attacks) in our grid operators, utilities and government.
But there is a LOT we can do: 1) energy efficiency and conservation in our own lives, 2) advocating for legislation and regulations around how these data centers are permitted and how new innovative products and services are adopted, 3) growing our supply of clean energy such as solar, wind, batteries, and 4) the new technologies on the horizon such as plug-in balcony solar, demand response (time-of-use) controls, and virtual power plants (selling power from our own homes or businesses).
We can continue to transform our electric grid and accelerate the growth of our clean energy supply, even in the face of current barriers. This will bring our bills down, enhance our everyday lives, and save the world from climate disaster all at the same time.

Pat and Steve Miller are both engineers with 30-plus year careers in Bell Labs and its spin-offs. They have switched their focus from the telephone network to the electricity network as part of their mission to leave a livable world for our children and grandchildren. They are co-chairs of the UUCMC Climate Action Team, NJ Electrification Coaching Network, and electrification committees in Sierra Club, Climate Reality Project and Citizens’ Climate Lobby.
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