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Most Americans Support a  Carbon Tax, Too, in Theory
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Percentage of adults who support requiring fossil fuel companies to pay a carbon tax and using the money to reduce other taxes, such as income tax

The Yale data also shows majority support for a tax on carbon dioxide pollution, with some caveats.

The survey question is worded specifically to explain that revenue from taxing carbon emissions would be used to reduce other taxes, an idea favored by some conservatives. But this may not be the form a carbon tax proposal takes in the real world.

This map “gives you a sense of Americans’ willingness to support this particular concept,” Dr. Leiserowitz said. But a real-world policy debate over carbon pricing “will mean all of a sudden millions of dollars of pro and con advertising will get thrown at it, and politicians will support or savage the proposal,” he said. “How that influences public opinion is a different question.”

On Tuesday, voters in Washington State will decide whether to approve the country's first fee on carbon emissions. The state’s proposal would use revenue to support clean energy and infrastructure projects, among other environmental concerns.
